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Language Competence
The Language Competence Core Requirement

Students in the College are required to possess understanding of more than one culture and to demonstrate
competence in a language other than English. The language competence general education (i.e., Core)
requirement must be met by demonstrating linguistic proficiency equivalent to one year of college-level
study. For information about which languages are currently being taught and which may be used to meet
the language competence requirement, visit humanities.uchicago.edu/about/languages-uchicago (http://
humanities.uchicago.edu/about/languages-uchicago/).

Students may meet the language competence requirement in one of the following ways:

• passing a College-administered competency examination. The language competency exams are given
each Winter Quarter; students can sign up on the College Language Competency Requirement page (https://
languageassessment.uchicago.edu/competency/). To qualify for the competency exam, students must
have placed into the second year of that language or completed an approved beginning-level sequence at
another institution with a C or above (see Transfer Credit (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/
transfercredit/) rules);

• completing (with a quality grade) the third course of a first-year language sequence or a higher-level
course offered at the University of Chicago;

• receiving a score of 5 on an AP examination in Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Latin,
or Spanish, or a score of 5 or above on an IB Standard Level (SL) or Higher Level (HL) exam in a foreign
language;

• placing into 10300 or higher in a foreign language offered at the University of Chicago, then
participating in one of the College's study abroad programs (visit study-abroad.uchicago.edu (http://study-
abroad.uchicago.edu/) for more information) where that language is spoken and completing (with a quality
grade) a language course at the intermediate or advanced level;

• participating in a College-approved one-quarter intensive foreign language study abroad program
and completing all required courses with a quality grade (visit study-abroad.uchicago.edu (http://study-
abroad.uchicago.edu/) for more information);

• passing one of the College's Practical or Advanced Language Proficiency assessments in a foreign
language. File the Language Petition (https://college.uchicago.edu/advising/forms-and-petitions/), using the
second option, to complete the requirement; or

• taking approved intermediate-level (or above) courses at another institution and passing with a B or
above. (See Transfer Credit (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/transfercredit/) rules.)

Students who are foreign nationals may meet the language competence requirement if their formal
schooling experience in a country other than the United States enables them to demonstrate the criteria of
cultural understanding and language competence described above. They must submit a petition (https://
college.uchicago.edu/advising/forms-and-petitions/) to Catherine Baumann (Cobb 214, 773.702.8008,
ccbauman@uchicago.edu). Supporting documentation must also be provided; the requirement is not
automatically waived.

NOTE: Students are strongly urged to complete the language competence requirement in their first two
years in the College. Students who wish to establish language proficiency via summer course work should see
the Summer Language Institute (https://summerlanguages.uchicago.edu/)’s offerings.

Meeting the language competence requirement may count toward components to earn Global Honors
(https://languages.uchicago.edu/global-honors/). Students are also encouraged to work toward Practical and
Advanced Foreign Language Proficiency Certifications. More information about these certifications can be found
on the Foreign Language Proficiency page (https://languageassessment.uchicago.edu/flpc/).

Languages Offered
There are a wide variety of language courses students in the College may take advantage of, whether for

fulfillment of the Language Competence Core requirement, pursuit of a major or minor, or their own personal
and professional development. More information on the courses offered in each language can be found on the
relevant department's Catalog page linked below:

• American Sign Language (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/linguistics/)
• Arabic (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Bangla (Bengali) (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/southasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Basque (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/romancelanguagesliteratures/)
• Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/slaviclanguagesliteratures/)
• Catalan (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/romancelanguagesliteratures/)
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• Chinese (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/eastasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Czech (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/slaviclanguagesliteratures/)
• French (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/romancelanguagesliteratures/)
• German (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/germanicstudies/)
• Greek (Classical) (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/classicalstudies/)
• Greek (Modern) (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/linguistics/)
• Hebrew (Classical) (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Hebrew (Modern) (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Hindi (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/southasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Hittite (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Italian (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/romancelanguagesliteratures/)
• Japanese (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/eastasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Korean (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/eastasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Latin (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/classicalstudies/)
• Marathi (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/southasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Norwegian (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/norwegianstudies/)
• Persian (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Polish (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/slaviclanguagesliteratures/)
• Portuguese (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/romancelanguagesliteratures/)
• Russian (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/slaviclanguagesliteratures/)
• Sanskrit (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/southasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Spanish (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/romancelanguagesliteratures/)
• Swahili (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/linguistics/)
• Tamil (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/southasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Tibetan (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/southasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Turkish (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Ugaritic (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Ukrainian (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/slaviclanguagesliteratures/)
• Urdu (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/southasianlanguagescivilizations/)
• Uzbek (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/neareasternlanguagescivilizations/)
• Yiddish (http://collegecatalog.uchicago.edu/thecollege/yiddish/)

Should there be a language not listed here that may be of interest, consult the Chicago Language Center
(https://languages.uchicago.edu/) regarding additional options that may be available via graduate programs on
campus or CourseShare (https://languages.uchicago.edu/beyond-campus/courseshare-at-uchicago/).
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